
Breese Gwyndaf – Pricing Guide and the Transparency Rules 

Introduction  

The Solicitors Regulation Authority Transparency Rules require solicitor firms such as 

Breese Gwyndaf to provide information about costs and services to both individuals and 

businesses.  Costs information is required in relation to specific types of legal services and 

we set out below the required information in relation to those legal services which are offered 

by Breese Gwyndaf. 

 

Part 1 - Residential Conveyancing 

The aim of the transparency rules is to ensure that people have accurate and relevant 

information when they are considering purchasing legal services so as to enable informed 

choices to be made. Unfortunately many legal firms have addressed this aim by giving a 

basic fee amount with additional costs for various other aspects of a conveyancing 

transaction. Potential clients are unlikely to be aware which such additional costs will be 

applicable to their transaction. There is a possibility that the actual final amount of costs may 

be significantly higher than the basic fee suggested, in our view undermining the whole 

purpose of the transparency rules. 

Our fees, detailed below, cover all the work that we will undertake on your behalf in your 

conveyancing transaction, whether this is a sale, purchase or remortgage and whether the 

property is freehold or leasehold. All of the work in your transaction will be carried out by a 

qualified solicitor (occasionally a trainee solicitor supervised by a qualified solicitor).  Our 

Conveyancing supervisor is Mr Arwel Lewis Jones, a partner in the firm.  Breese Gwyndaf is 

CQS accredited (Conveyancing Quality Scheme), a Law Society scheme. 

Our fees are based on the value of the property in order to reflect the added risk to the firm in 

handling properties of increasing value, whether the transaction is a sale, purchase or 

remortgage and whether or not the property is freehold or leasehold. This is because the 

nature of the work is different depending on the type of transaction. 

In addition to our fee, we will need to make payments to third parties, such as land registry 

fees, search fees and Stamp Duty Land Tax (‘SDLT’)or Land Transaction Tax (‘LTT’), these 

are known as disbursements and are shown separately below. 

Our fees are on the basis that: 
 

• the property is currently held under a single freehold/leasehold title with no title 
defects; 

• the sale or purchase only involves one contract; 

• the sale or purchase will be on the basis of an unconditional contract and the 
property is sold with vacant possession; and 

• completion takes place on the date agreed in the contract. 
 
If it becomes apparent that there are any unforeseen circumstances in connection with the 
transaction requiring additional work (to that specified above), I may have to increase my 
charges.  Examples might include,  the need to deal with any defects in title or more than one 
freehold title.  I will inform you of the work required and any additional charges prior to 
commencing any additional work.  Unless a fixed fee is quoted for any extra work it will be 
charged at the relevant fee earner’s hourly rate which varies according to the fee eraner’s 
experience (from £180 to £220.00). 



 

Our Fees, Disbursements and other information  

Freehold Sales - the fee is based on the value of the property as follows:- 

 

 

 

 

 

Disbursements – we would expect to have to make the following third party payments: 

Description Cost Vat Chargeable (Yes/No) 
Land Registry: copies of registered title & plan £6. No 
Online identification checks (estimated) per Seller £10 Yes 

Land Registry – copy deeds in registered title – per 
deed (estimated) 

£5 No 

Land Charges Search if title is unregistered – 
variable depending on number of previous owners 

£10 No 

Index Map search (if title unregistered) £4 No 

 

How long will the transaction take? - it is difficult to provide an accurate estimate, but in our 

experience a sale will complete within 8-12 weeks from the date we receive instructions.  

However, progress will be dependent on the efficiency of third parties such as the buyer’s 

solicitors, mortgage lenders and the search providers. 

 
A broad outline of the work which will be carried out on your behalf will be as follows:- 
 

• Preparing the contract  

• Deducing your title to the Property to the buyer’s solicitor; 

• Arranging for standard enquiry documentation to be completed; 

• Responding to any further enquiries; 

• Approving the drafting of the Transfer Deed by the buyer’s solicitor; 

• Dealing with Exchange of Contracts and Completion; 

• If the property is mortgaged, attending to repayment of the mortgage on completion 
and discharging your estate agent’s commission. 

 

 

Leasehold Sales - the fee, time estimate to complete and the work which will be carried out 

is the same as for a freehold sale but an additional £  plus VAT will be charged to take 

into account the additional work involved when selling a leasehold such as obtaining 

information from the landlord/management company and the requirements contained in the 

lease. 

Disbursements – these will be the same as for a freehold sale but in addition the 

Landlord/Management Company may make a charge for providing prescribed information.  

The fee varies but it is typically £150 to £300 plus VAT.   



 

Freehold Purchases - the fee is based on the value of the property as follows:- 

 

 

 

 

 

Disbursements – we would expect to have to make the following third party payments: 

Description Cost Vat Chargeable? 

Local Authority, Drainage/Water & 
Environmental Search (estimated) 

£250-300 
 

Yes 
 

Bankruptcy Search – per buyer £2 No 

Land Registry Search – per title £3 No 

SDLT on-line processing Fee £5 yes 

SDLT/LTT  See note 1 below No 

Land Registry fee See note 1 below No 

Online identification checks (estimate) per 
individual 

£10 Yes 

Lender Exchange fee – see note 2 below £15 Yes 

 
Note 1: Land Registration fees vary, depending on the value of the property and whether it is 
already registered or needs to be registered for the first time. Land Registry fee details are 
available on the Land Registry website at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hm-land-registry-
registration-services-fees.  SDLT/LTT rates vary depending on the value of the transaction 
and the rates applicable to SDLT and LTT differ.  Online calculators are available online: 
  for SDLT: https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/calculate-stamp-duty-land-tax/#/intro 
  for LTT:     https://gov.wales/land-transaction-tax-calculator 
 
Note 2: If you are obtaining a mortgage from a Lender who is part of the LMS panel (details of 
participating lenders are available on https://corporate.lms.com) we are charged a fee as 
indicated in the disbursements section above and will appear on your bill as an additional 
expense. 
 

How long will the transaction take? - it is difficult to provide an accurate estimate, but in our 

experience a purchase will complete 4-8 week, from the date we receive the draft contract 

documentation from the seller’s solicitors.  Progress will be dependent on the efficiency of 

third parties, such as the other solicitors, mortgage lenders and search providers. 

A broad outline of the work which will be carried out on your behalf will be as follows:- 
 

• Checking that the Seller has good title to the property 

• Agreeing the terms of the Contract of Purchase 

• Carrying out the necessary searches and investigations on the property 

• Raising appropriate enquiries 

• If you obtaining a mortgage, dealing with your mortgage lender’s requirements 

• Drafting the terms of the Transfer Deed 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hm-land-registry-registration-services-fees
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hm-land-registry-registration-services-fees
https://www.tax.service.gov.uk/calculate-stamp-duty-land-tax/#/intro
https://gov.wales/land-transaction-tax-calculator
https://corporate.lms.com/


• Summarise the information obtained about the property in a report on title 

• Dealing with Exchange of Contracts and Completion 

• Attending to Stamp Duty Land Tax formalities or if you are buying a property in 
Wales Land Transaction Tax formalities and registering your ownership at the Land 
Registry 

 
Leasehold Purchases - the fee, time estimate to complete and the work which will be carried 
out is the same as for a freehold sale but an additional £  plus VAT will be charged to take 
into account the additional work involved when buying a leasehold such as advising on the 
terms of the lease and dealing with information from the landlord/management company and 
their requirements in the lease to note the purchase.  Occasionally this may involve a buyer 
entering into a deed with the Landlord/Management Company to observe the terms of the 
lease or to become a shareholder in the management company. 
 
Disbursements – these will be the same as for a freehold purchase but in addition further 
payments may be due.  These are stipulated in the lease and as leases vary from one to the 
other, so do the value of the payments.  Typical disbursements would be:  
Notice to Landlord of purchase - £50 to £150 plus VAT 
Deed of covenant fee (if required in the lease) - £150 to £300 plus VAT 
 
 
Mortgages/Remortgages 
The work involved is similar to a purchase but some aspects such as the preparation of a 

transfer and attending to SDLT/LTT formalities are not required.  We would normally act for 

the mortgage Lender as well so there is no need to communicate with another lawyer.  Our 

fee will therefore be £200-250 plus VAT less that amount we would charge om a purchase of 

the property.  The disbursements will be the same as for a purchase apart from those 

relating to SDLT/LTT.  If the property is leasehold the Landlord/Management Company may 

make a charge for providing prescribed information.  The fee varies but it is typically £150 to 

£300 plus VAT.   

 

PART 2 – Probate Work 
 
All of the work will be carried out by a qualified solicitor (occasionally a trainee solicitor 
supervised by a qualified solicitor).  Our Probate work supervisor is Mr Arwel Lewis Jones, a 
partner in the firm.   
 
A broad outline of the work will be as follows:- 
 

• Obtaining details of the assets and liabilities of the estate, obtaining valuations, as 
appropriate, of assets as at date of death; 

• Preparing the appropriate Inheritance Tax return/account for filing at HMRC and the 
papers necessary to submit the application to the Court for a grant of representation to 
the estate; 

• Arranging payment of any tax due; 

• Upon receipt of the Grant of Representation from the Court, realising/transferring 
assets as appropriate; 

• paying any debts of the estate and any legacies; and 

• accounting to the beneficiaries for the net residuary estate 
 
 
Our charges 
The amount of work required in relation administering the estate of a deceased person varies 



from one estate to another depending on the circumstances and complexity of the estate, such 
as:- 

- If we are the executors 
- the number of assets 
- the value of the assets 
- whether the estate is taxable or a full inheritance tax needs to be filed at HMRC 
- whether the deceased left a Will 
- the number of beneficiaries 
- whether all the beneficiaries are known and can be located 
- the nature of the assets, for example foreign assets, gifts in 7 years before death or 

assets held in trust will be more involved 
- if the estate/Will  is disputed 
- if the assets of the estate consist of several shareholdings 
- it is necessary to claim business property relief or agricultural property relief 
- if we need to correspond with utility companies relating to any property of the deceased 

 
Accordingly our fees are based on the hourly rate of the solicitor dealing with your matter which 
varies from £160 to £220 per hour.  If the estate is complex, we occasionally charge by 
reference to the value of the estate (0.5% of the value of land/buildings and 1% of any the 
value of cash/savings/investments. 
 
Indicative fees  
We would expect our fees for the administration of a non-taxable estate (meaning an estate 
valued at less than £325000 or £650000 if the deceased was the surviving spouse/civil 
partner) with no disputes and up to 10 assets to be between £750 to £3000 plus VAT. 
 
Estates which are taxable to inheritance tax or which feature the factors listed above will incur 
a higher fee usually from £2500 to £7500 plus VAT.  We will provide you with an estimate for 
your approval before starting any work. 
 
We are happy to accept instructions where the executors wish to deal with some aspects of 
the estate administration themselves, such as contacting asset holders or dealing with utility 
companies which will reduce the amount of our fees.  We would be pleased to discuss your 
requirements in this regard.   
 
In addition to our fee, we will need to make payments to third parties, such as valuation or 

Court fees, these are known as disbursements and are shown separately below: 

Description Cost Vat Chargeable (Y/N) 

Probate Court - application fee for the 
grant 

£155 No 

Probate Court – fee for each copy of the 
grant  

£1.50 No 

Property Valuation fee – varies 
(estimated) 

£3-400 Possibly, depends on 
valuer 

Online identification checks 
(estimated) per individual 

£10 Yes 

Bankruptcy search - per individual £2 No 

 

Also, other disbursements may be required depending on the value of the estate such as 
Inheritance tax.  The mount of tax will vary taking into account the value of the assets and the 
availability of exemptions and allowances.  If there is cause to believe that there may be 
unknown creditors of the estate it may be necessary to make require statutory adverts to 
protect the executors (estimated cost £2-300 plus VAT). 
 



Any inheritance tax due must be paid before it is possible to obtain a grant of representation 
to the estate. If the estate includes savings, arrangements can often be made with the bank or 
building society for cash to be released before the grant of probate is available to pay the 
inheritance tax. If there is not sufficient cash available (or the bank or building society will not 
release it), the estate will need to arrange for the sum necessary to pay the inheritance tax by  
borrowing or finding another source for the required funds.  We will discuss with you what 
arrangements will need to be made in this regard. 
 
Likely timescales  
It is difficult to be precise about the time scale for this type of work due to the number of 
variables involved.  HMRC takes about a month to process an Inheritance Tax account. The 
Probate Court currently takes 2 months to process an application for  a grant. Taking this into 
account and that it might be necessary to sell a property before the estate can be finalised it 
will usually take from 6 months to 24 months to complete the administration of an estate. 
 
 

Part 3 – Debt Collecting 
 
All of the work will be carried out by a qualified solicitor (occasionally a trainee solicitor 
supervised by a qualified solicitor).  Our Probate work supervisor is Mrs Lynda Roberts, a 
partner in the firm.  Wherever possible we will seek to secure payment of our fee from the 
debtor.  This not always possible even if you win the case in court, for example when the value 
of the debt is below £10000 and treated as a small claim.  In such case the recovery of costs 
from the debtor is severely restricted. 
 
Our fees are based on the hourly rate of the solicitor dealing with your matter which varies 
from £160 to £220 per hour.   
 
The amount of our fee will depend on a number of factors, such as: 

- whether the debt is disputed 
- the value of the debt 
- the nature of the dispute and whether expert evidence or the assistance of a barrister 

is required 
- at what stage in the proceedings the case is disposed of and the number of witnesses 

who will give evidence 
- the number of documents relevant to the issues in dispute 

 
A broad outline of the work will be as follows:- 

• Obtaining details of the debt and any likely dispute in relation to it 

• Writing to the debtor and/or the debtor’s representative with a letter before claim and 
observing the pre-action protocols 

• If the case remains unresolved to issuing the claim 

• If the debt is undisputed obtaining judgement 

• If the debt is disputed to taking such steps as are required in the proceedings 

• To enforcing any judgement obtained against the debtor 
 
 
Indicative fees 
We would estimate our fee for attending upon you and taking instructions in relation to the 
debt, writing to the debtor with a letter of claim, thereafter issuing the claim and securing 
judgment on an undisputed basis to be between £500-£1500 plus VAT. 
 
We cannot give an estimate of fees if the debt is disputed.  The fee will be dependent on the 
factor outlined previously.  We will be able to give you an estimate once the details of the case 
are made available to us and we will provide you with an estimate for your approval before 



starting any work. 
 
We are happy to accept instructions where you would prefer to deal with some aspects of the 
debt recovery and that we provide assistance and support on an ‘as and when required basis’.  
We would be pleased to discuss your requirements in this regard.   
 
In addition to our fee, we will need to make payments to third parties, such as 

experts/barristers fees or Court fees.  These are known as disbursements and are shown 

separately below: 

Description Cost Vat Chargeable (Y/N) 

Court fees See note below No 

Expert’s fee (if required) See note below Possibly, depends on 
expert 

Online identification checks 
(estimated) per individual 

£10 Yes 

Barrister’s fees See note below Yes 

Note: Court fees are variable depending on the value of the claim.  Information about court 
fees are available on https://www.gov.uk/court-fees-what-they-are.  Court fees involve a fee to 
issue the claim, a fee to allocate the claim if defended and if a disputed debt proceeds to trial 
a hearing fee is also payable to the court.  Fees due to an expert for expert evidence or for a 
barrister are variable and will depend on the filed of expertise of the expert/barrister and their 
seniority.  
 
Likely timescales  
It is difficult to be precise about the time scale for this type of work due to the number of 
variables involved.  Progress will depend on whether the debt is disputed and what steps need 
to be taken to prepare the case for trial if the debt is disputed.  
 
Taking this into account we would estimate that it would take 3-4 months to secure judgement 
on an undisputed debt and 6-24 months to take a disputed debt to trial. 
 
 

Part 4 – Employment Tribunal Costs 
 
 
 

Part 5 – Motoring Offence Cases 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/court-fees-what-they-are

